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he Potomac River has  
made a dramatic comeback 
since President Lyndon 
Johnson declared it a 

national disgrace fifty years ago. 

Back then, parents told children  
not to touch the toxic, tainted river.  
Algae blooms created expansive dead 
zones. Native fish populations had 
dropped precipitously. 

Today, bald eagles abound. Other once-
threatened species like osprey, beavers, 
and American shad have rebounded.    

This past spring, the region embraced 
one of the most charismatic local 
species – Atlantic bottlenose dolphins  
– by selecting “Mac” and “Chessie”  
(short for Potomac and Chesapeake) in 
our Name Potomac Dolphins contest. 
Each summer, Mac, Chessie, and their 
friends return to the nurturing waters of 
the lower Potomac to raise their young. 

The steadily improving water quality 
that sustains wildlife is important to 

our health, too. Over 5 million people 
depend on the Potomac for their 
drinking water.

With your support and our strategic, 
science-based approach, Potomac 
Conservancy and our partners have 
accelerated the pace of our  
river’s recovery.   

This past year our advocates 
campaigned for clean water initiatives 
at the federal, state, and local levels. 
Volunteers removed more than 23,166 
pounds of trash. And private landowners 
protected high-priority lands and 
streams with conservation easements.

Still, we have more work to do.  
Rapid deforestation and threats  
to federal water protections could  
derail progress.  

New challenges are emerging.  
2018 marked the rainiest year on 
record for the DC region. This summer, 
continued flooding and ever-higher  
tides damaged homes and roads.

These increasingly intense storms carry 
a toxic stew of fertilizers, street oils, and 
plastic into local streams, rivers, and our 
drinking water source. This runoff is now 
the fastest growing source of pollution in 
the Potomac. 

We are tackling these challenges with 
innovative, nature-based solutions and 
our community of clean water supporters 
that has quickly swelled to over 31,000. 

With your continued involvement, we will 
achieve our shared goal of a swimmable 
and fishable Potomac River. 

Thank you for being a part of this local 
movement to save our river. With your 
help, we will make the Potomac a 
healthy and thriving river once again.

Hedrick Belin 
PRESIDENT
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www.potomac.org

empowering a local movement for clean water
Founded in 1993, Potomac Conservancy is the region’s leading clean water 
advocate. As a member-supported nonprofit, we work to improve water quality 
through conservation and advocacy, and to empower a local movement of over 
31,000 landowners, activists, volunteers, and partners to lead the charge for 
clean streams and river friendly lands.

Photo taken under NMFS Permit No. 19403, courtesy of the Potomac-Chesapeake Dolphin Project.



Like the Myers family in 2011, the Hovermale 
family decided this past year to preserve their 
270-acre Bear Garden farm through a Potomac 
Conservancy conservation easement. With rolling 
fields, picturesque rock cliffs, and sprawling forests, 
Bear Garden Run is a native brook trout stream that 
meanders to Sleepy Creek, a tributary of the Potomac 
River. Protecting Bear Garden Run, and others like it, 
ensures clean water for all of us downstream.

The Potomac River’s 15,000 square mile watershed 
starts with small creeks and streams in the Allegheny 
highlands. The health of our Potomac depends 
in many ways on the treatment of land. In these 
upstream areas, Potomac Conservancy works 
one-on-one with private landowners, like the 
Hovermale family, to permanently safeguard forested, 
agricultural, and streamside lands.  

In the last year, Potomac Conservancy permanently 
protected another 274 acres and nearly two miles 
of stream. Working with neighbors and relationships 
built over decades, we provide landowners with 
access to the means to conserve their properties, and 
millions of people receive the benefits as a cleaner 
Potomac River sustains communities downstream for 
generations to come.

SALLY MYERS   |   LANDOWNER & EASEMENT DONOR

        Our parents loved this land. They 
didn’t want to see the farm broken up 
into smaller ‘farmettes.’ Zoning wasn’t 
going to be quite enough to keep this 
land safe, so we went forward with an 
[easement]. It [ensures that the land]  
will be around forever, even if we’re  
not going to be around forever.”
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Over the last year, Potomac Conservancy called on our 
6,300 clean water advocates, like Harry, to push our 
elected policymakers at the county, state and federal 
levels to protect land, forests, and streams. Local and 
state elected governments play an essential role in 
protecting drinking water and keeping chemicals, 
excess nutrients, and trash out of the Potomac. 

We scored several victories, including successfully 
saving the science-backed $73 million federal 
Chesapeake Bay Program, which is one of the 
foundations of our river’s progress. It wasn’t the  
first time this critical program was nearly shuttered, 
and it likely won’t be the last. 

The Maryland General Assembly passed a statewide 
ban on expanded polystyrene food service products 
(foam cups, plates and clamshell packaging). Keeping 
these chemical-laden products out of our environment 
will help safeguard our waters from toxic pollution.  
We also worked to protect Maryland’s forests, which 
buffer and protect our watershed from pollution.

In Virginia, Potomac Conservancy joined other 
conservation partners to fight for clean water 
resources for local farmers who will now get more  
help to reduce pollution from fertilizers and livestock.P
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HARRY GEORGE   |   FARM OWNER, ADVOCATE 

        Trees and streams can’t speak  
for themselves – we have to do it. Our 
voices are making a difference because 
we act together. Potomac Conservancy 
partners locally and supports positive, 
proactive solutions, which get us clean 
water results. It’s a powerful feeling and 
an effort I’m proud to be a part of.”

land-protecting 
conservation 
easements

protected  
acres

protected 
riparian  
miles

protected 
stream 
miles

79 for stormwater 
local assistance 
funding

$10m15,217 for agricultural  
best management 
practices

$90m103 for the water 
quality 
improvement  
fund

$74m64

VIRGINIA WATER POLLUTION PROTECTIONLAND CONSERVATION IN ACTION
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Chris Darlington grew up walking on the Potomac’s 
banks, hiking along its trails, boating with family,  
and even swimming in the river.

He is among Potomac Conservancy’s over 31,000 
friends and supporters. They have different reasons 
for loving the Potomac, but they all share one goal  
– ensuring a fishable, swimmable Potomac River.

Each of us can help the Potomac on our own, but 
when we take collective action, we are building a 
movement for clean water. Communities coming 
together to get their hands dirty and feet wet for clean 
water is what Potomac Conservancy is all about. 

Protecting our local rivers and streams isn’t just  
good for public health. It’s good for wildlife, too.  
The 6 million people living in the watershed share  
the Potomac with otters, eagles, ospreys, foxes,  
and dolphins. 

This year more than 1,400 volunteers got their  
hands dirty to prevent 23,166 pounds of trash – 
mostly plastic – from entering our hometown  
river. They collected over 300 pounds of native 
tree seeds and planted over 500 trees. We also 
encouraged new communities to get their feet  
wet by paddling the Potomac with us at Alternative 
Happy Hour Paddles and become involved in 
advocacy, volunteering, and giving.

CHRIS DARLINGTON   |   MEMBER & VOLUNTEER

         My favorite place is Theodore 
Roosevelt Island where I walk and bike 
year-round. The shoreline around the 
Island is coated with plastic trash. During 
the summer, I kayak and paddle board  
to pick up trash around the Island.”
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total volunteers 
(and counting!)

44,140
paddle 
program 
participants

1,845
total pounds of 
plastic & trash 
removed from 
the river

279,752
native 
trees 
planted

7,950

As residents who live along the Potomac, we 
understand how important it is to take care of 
the environment and its wildlife. We want to be a 
part of an effective solution to the exponentially 
increasing problem of pollution washing upon 
our shores and floating in our rivers. By being 
a part of Potomac Conservancy’s clean water 
initiatives, we are benefiting the land and the 

water that benefits us all.

ERICA AND MAX SCHERZER

POTOMAC CONSERVANCY SUPPORTERS 
AND CHAMPIONS (2018 – 2019)
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potomac leadership council
$10,000+
Donald and Anne Ayer
Wesley Callender and M. Patricia Davis
Alain Cohen
Heidi and John Fahey
Laura and Rob Griffen
Jessie Harris and George Cunningham
Laura Healy Hoffman
Sheldon and Audrey Katz  
Russell Katz 
Helen Morrison
Georgia and John Nassikas
James Norton
George Ohrstrom, II
Dick and Nancy Raines
Lex and Chrissie Sant
Scherzer Family
Lawrence and Kim Weinberg

potomac guardians
$5,000 - $9,999
Sunny and Bill Alsup
Gary and Elise Bowman
Florence and Neal Cohen
Kristen Grimm and David Dreher
Sheldon and Katie Leggett
Rafe and Lenore Pomerance
Harry Rauner
Deborah Schumann
Carol and Mike Shaw

Potomac Conservancy depends on your generous support to 
carry out our local clean water initiatives. We thank all our donors, 
and in our annual report we give special recognition to those who 
contributed $1,000 or more from July 1, 2018 through July 31, 2019.*

Aaron Stopak
Judy Whalley and Henry Otto

potomac protector society 
$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (6)
Jennifer and Tim Adams
Heather Adelson
Bentley Andrews
S. Decker Anstrom and 

Sherron Hiemstra
Paul and Catherine Armington
Ben Arthur and Julia Deneva
John Ashford  
Marilyn Ayres 
Josh and Jill Baker
William Barrett
Dorrance and Susan Belin
Shelley and Mark Betts
Blake Biles and Laura Sessums
Karen Birchmore
James Bodner
Tricia Boland and Tom Klein
Peter and Victoria Gray Bross
R. Edwin and Winsome Brown
Bill and Heidi Bumpers
Barbara Burst 
Julia Cain and Robin Reed
Holly and Andrew Clubok
Jerome Cramer 
Catherine Creech and Britt Reynolds

Susan Crudgington
John Dameron
Sally Davidson
Bill Davin
Daniel and Karen DuVal
William Eichbaum and Sarah Fox
Robert and Debra Ekman
Anthony and Marjorie Elson
Sam and Sara Feder
Greg Ferenbach and Tory Ruttenberg
Ari Fingeroth and Tammar Berger
Linda Fisher
Charles and Lisa Claudy Fleischman
David Frederick and Sophia Lynn
John and Courtney Froemming
Bill Garrahan
John D. and Arlene Gavitt
Susan Ginsburg and Mario Velasquez
Andrew and Helene Glick
Brent and Lisa Goldstein
Burr and Fiona Gray
Susan Gutchess and Helen Ingalls
Corbin and Pamela Gwaltney
Nancy Hall and David Roach
James Halpern and Nancy Nord
Heidi Hatfield
Colin Helmer and Francisca 

Thomas Helmer
Doug House
Lisa Hovermale
John Eric Hovermale
Mark Daniel Hovermale
Mike and Kristi Huber
Betsy and Robert Huffman
Carolyn and Bill Ingersoll
Kenneth and Deborah Jaffe
Robert and Heather Johnston
Vicki Judson and Michael Esch
Edward Kaplan
Leslie and Peter Kiefer
Gary Knipling
Christian and Kristine Lansing
Burks Lapham

Anne and Curtis Large
Michael Lefever and Michele Pecora
Ellen Letourneau and Family
James McDonald and Andrea Keller
Evan McDonnell and Rachel Burnett
Allan and Darina McKelvie
Stephanie and Robert Meeks
Carol Melton and Joseph Hassett
Kenny and Elizabeth Mendez
John Mentis   
Zana and John Metelski
Steven and Elizabeth Miller
Jeffery More and Helen Quick
Roger Mudd
Leeanne Murrell
Susan and Abner Notkins
John Nutter and Cullen Phillips
Greg and Lynne O’Brien
Geoff Patterson
Barksdale Penick
Frank Pisch
Clarissa Potter and Kenneth Schwartz
Thomas Queen
Michael Rankin
Cary Ridder and David Alberswerth
Jack and Judy Riggs
William and Donna Roberts
Michael Rolband
Jim and Jennifer Rooney
Stephan Schwartzman
Susan and Charles Scyphers
W. Jeffry Shipp and Susan Shipp
Roxane Sismanidis and Stephen Burant
Simon and Nancy Sidamon-Eristoff
Greg Singleton
Carol Ann and Scott Smallwood
David Smith and Ilene Weinreich
T. Eugene and Joan Smith
Kim and John Snedden
Devereux and James Socas
Robin Steans and Leonard Gail
Harrison and Lois Steans
Randa Steblez

Tom and Heather Stroup
Peggy and Thomas Styer
Bert and Amy Swain
Philip Tabas and Helen Hooper
Elaine and Jim Tholen
Corey and Keri Tiani
Kamaile and Jaroslav Turčan
Stewart and Pat Van Scoyoc
William and Sarah Vasse
Susan Waldrop
Ralph Wall 
Jack and Ruth Ellen Wennersten
Craig Williams
Bruce Wilson and Lisa Westfall
Scott and Lucy Wilson
Rebecca Wodder and 

James Van Erden
Sandra Woiak
Dorothy M. and Ken Woodcock
Jeffrey Zell

institutional funders
$10,000+
Agua Fund
Alice Shaver Foundation
Bancroft Foundation
Campbell Foundation
Carlson Family Foundation
Chesapeake Bay Funders Network
Chesapeake Bay Trust
CoStar Group
Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
France-Merrick Foundation
George L. Shields Foundation, Inc.
Harold M. and Adeline S. Morrison 

Family Foundation
Healy Foundation
Henry Foundation
Hydro Flask
JBG Smith
Land Trust Alliance
MOM’s Organic Market
Morris and Gwendolyn 

Cafritz Foundation

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Park Service
Neall Family Charitable Foundation
Northrop Grumman
Prince Charitable Trusts
Sheldon and Audrey Katz 

Foundation, Inc.
Tortuga Foundation
Venable LLP
Volgenau Foundation
Wallace Genetic Foundation
Whitehead Foundation, Inc.

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous (1)
BOWA
Delaplaine Foundation, Inc.
Dunn Foundation
George Wasserman Family Foundation
Guest Services, Inc.
Jewel Foundation
Mars Foundation
Otto Whalley Family Foundation
Peterson Family Foundation
REI Co-op
Richard E. and Nancy P. 

Marriott Foundation
TW Perry

$1,000 - $4,999

Altria 
Backyard Bounty
Beveridge and Diamond, PC
Cherry Bekaert, LLP
Chain Bridge Cellars
Collis-Warner Foundation, Inc.
Common Market
Compass Group
Continental Beer Garden
DC Water
Dominion Electric Supply Co., Inc.
Edens
EIG Global Energy Partners
Emanuel and Anna Weinstein 

Foundation

for protecting the potomac!
THANK YOUTHANK YOU

potomac protector society
$1,000 - $4,999

potomac guardians
$5,000 - $9,999

potomac leadership council
$10,000 AND MORE

Find fun and philanthropy with a leadership-level donation of $1,000 
or more in any giving format. Leadership givers make a high-impact 
investment in clean water and enjoy exclusive invitations to special 
events, outdoor experiences, and learning opportunities throughout 

the year. Please consider joining us with your leadership-level support.

LEADERSHIP
become a 

LEADERSHIP

GIVERGIVER
Entertainment Cruises
Ethel Cox Marden Charitable 

Foundation
Fabio Trabocchi Restaurants
Gelman, Rosenberg and Freedman
Great Lakes Brewing Company
Harman Cain Family Foundation
Hatfield Weir Gale Team - 

Washington Fine Properties
JM Zell Partners, Ltd.
Jocelyn G. Gutchess Fund of the New 

Hampshire Charitable Foundation
Lester Poretsky Family Foundation
Little River United Church of Christ
National Parks Conservation 

Association
Nauti Foods, Inc.
Nestle
Northwest Federal Credit Union
Pepco, an Exelon Company
Potomac Riverkeeper 
R. Edwin and Winsome S. 

Brown Foundation
Revere Bank
Rotary Club of Dunn Loring
Salamander Hospitality
Shenandoah Forum
Sismanidis Burant Family Fund
Sol Systems
Stone Tower Winery
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty
Unitarian Universalist Church of 

the Shenandoah Valley
Van Scoyoc Associates
Virginia Environmental Endowment
Walter W. and Catharine Prentiss 

Plummer Endowment Fund
Washington Gas
Western Presbyterian Church
Wetland Studies and Solutions, Inc.

volunteer leaders
Brian Cipperly
Monika Hartsel
Hunter Quintal

* Potomac Conservancy is grateful to all those who contribute. We have made every attempt to ensure these listings are accurate. Please let us know if you feel there have been omissions or errors.
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Potomac Conservancy 
is a registered 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization  
and all contributions 
are tax deductible. Our 
Federal Tax Identification 
Number is 52-1842501.

Make a contribution in a way that best  
meets your philanthropic goals. Visit 
potomac.org/donate or call 301-608-1188 
ext 207 to speak with a member of our team.

WAYS TO GIVEWAYS TO GIVE

Mail Your Gift or Donate Online
Mail your contribution using the envelope in this report, 
or contribute today by visiting potomac.org/donate.

Monthly Sustainer Giving
Increase your impact with a monthly gift and provide 
year-round support for local water initiatives. You can 
start, change, or stop your donation at any time.

Give In Honor or In Tribute
Celebrate a milestone, mark a birthday or anniversary, 
or honor a loved one with a tribute gift. 

Gifts of Stock
Donating stock, mutual funds, bonds, or retirement 
distributions is a tax-wise way to make a lasting gift 
to our region’s lands and waters. Call for details.

Make a Legacy Gift
Include Potomac Conservancy in your will, living trust, or 
retirement account. Your values will continue, benefiting 
the Potomac River, our community’s children, and future 
generations. You can modify your plans at any time.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

STAFF

Lawrence Weinberg, Chair 
BOWA

Rebecca Wodder, Vice Chair

Jason Green, Treasurer
MOSAICO MANAGEMENT

Mamie Parker, Secretary
MA PARKER AND ASSOCIATES

Hedrick Belin
PRESIDENT

Katie Blackman
SR. DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY CONSERVATION

Melissa Diemand
SR. DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

Olivia Guerra
DEVELOPMENT OPERATIONS MANAGER

Mindy Kania
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE

Willis Kliefoth
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Mary Vasse
SR. DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Caitlin Wall
SR. DIRECTOR OF POLICY

Kyaira Ware
COMMUNITY CONSERVATION MANAGER

Emily Warner
SR. DIRECTOR OF LAND CONSERVATION

your clean water team

Workplace Giving 
Contact your employer to start workplace giving, 
benefit from a match program, or participate in the 
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC number 44786).

Donor Advised Funds
Use your donor advised fund to simplify your charitable 
giving by using a wide range of assets, while benefiting 
the Potomac River and our local environment.

IRA Gifts
For those over 70 ½, you may direct a gift 
from your IRA’s required minimum distribution 
as a tax-wise way to contribute.  
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The beautiful photos 
on the cover and pages 
3, 5, and 6 are courtesy 
of © William MacFarland, 
MacFarlandPhoto.net

Donald Ayer
JONES DAY 

Cheryl Campbell
EAGLEFORCE WARRIOR 
FOUNDATION

William Eichbaum
WORLD WILDLIFE FUND

Heidi Fahey
Laura Griffen
ATTORNEY

Kristen Grimm
SPITFIRE STRATEGIES

Randy Hayman
BEVERIDGE &  
DIAMOND, PC

Sheldon Leggett
EKKO TITLE

Kenny Mendez
ASTHMA & ALLERGY  
FDN. OF AMERICA

Helen Morrison 
ERNST & YOUNG

Georgia Nassikas
ARTIST

Barksdale Penick
ERNST & YOUNG LLP

Devereux Socas
Philip Tabas
THE NATURE 
CONSERVANCY
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2018-2019 financial statements

REVENUE

l Individuals $ 917,427

l Foundations $ 224,878

l Corporations $ 165,986

l Stewardship $ 6,600

l Government $ 41,627

l Investment Income (Loss) $  10,777

Total Revenue $   1,367,296

EXPENSES

CONSERVATION & OUTREACH PROGRAMS

l Land Protection $    232,829  

l Public Policy $    176,304  

l Community Conservation $  404,303  

l Communications $    173,162  

Total Programs $   986,598  

SUPPORT SERVICES

l General & Administrative $   77,711  

l Fundraising $    255,564  

Total Support Services $    333,275  

Total Expenses $    1,319,873  

Excess (Deficiency) of  $       47,423   
Revenue over Expenses                        

View Potomac Conservancy’s  
latest audited financial statements  

at www.potomac.org/financials. 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR AUGUST 1, 2018 THROUGH JULY 31, 2019.

18+13+31+13+6+19+K
revenue

expenses

© Nathan Olsson, courtesy of sharpenedexplorerediting.com
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Potomac Conservancy 
8403 Colesville Road 
Suite 805 
Silver Spring, MD 20910

AND HELP

VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER

Get your hands dirty for  
clean water with Team Potomac!

Join us at our next cleanup and remove litter 
from along the Potomac River. It’s a great way to 
get outdoors, have fun with friends, and make a 
difference in clean water. Volunteers of all ages 
are welcome at our events throughout the year.

Sign up, and we’ll let you know about upcoming 
volunteer opportunities and local clean water news!   

potomac.org/river-update

protect the potomac!


